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: | * esution. We trust alike im his caution 

SUMMARY OF POLITICS. es and in his resolution : but, perfaps, 
ConQueRINGFRANCE. From one step } * there may be in store for him a higher 


we proceed to another. For many. years.| * destination than the capture’ of a town or’ 


past we have. been told, that the war was.| * the reduction ofa provinee. What if the 
carried on for out independence ; and that,.} “* arayy apposed to him, should resolve to 
if we did not go on with it, we should be- | * avenge tlie eause of humanity, and to 
come the reat slaves of Buonaparte. *‘ exchange the bloady and brutal tyranny 
Self- preservation was then the cause, in.) * of a Bonaparté for the mild paternal sway 
which the nation was called upon toshed| * ofa Bourbon? Could a-popular French 
its blood and expend its money. 
views extended-as Napoleon retreated. *¢ career at the present moment, than that 
He was to be driven into the ancient boun- | “ which Providence seemed to have destin- 
daries of France. —— But now, he is ta be | ** ed to the virtuous Moreau? Or, is it 
beheaded, according te the Times - news- } ‘* possible that any ‘power now existing in 
paper; and, according ‘to the. Covriga} 
news-paper, the people ef France are to be |“* such an army, supported by the uncon- 
panished, ‘untess they abandon him; and }*‘ quered Wellington and his formidable 
) 











obey, at once, a Bourbon im-his stead.——4** legious, if they were to resolve boldly to 
Thus, in the’space of four months, the war, | “* march to Paris, and bring the Usurper 
from a war of self-defence, a-war for our | io the block! Every disposable saldier 
own existence, is become a war for IM-j}* in France is. ow the Adour, or om the 
POSING A GOVERNMENT UPON /|* Rhine, In the case we are supposing, 
THE FRENCH PEOPLE, In short, |“ there would be no enemy to encounter, 
we have returned to the notions and the | *‘ unless the nerthera frontier were at ance 
scenes of 1792 and 1793. The Allies are | ** denuded of troops, and the road to Paris 
crossing the Rhine, and, as we are told by | ** on that side laid open, to the Allies.. This 
these writers, proclamations are te be is- | “+ is noquestion of the attachment of the 
sued, ‘similar tothat of the Duke of Bruns- | “ French nation to one dynasty of to an- 
wick, in which the people of France were | ‘ other: it is a question. of military enter- 
threatened with. dreadful punishments, un- | ** prise, in the minds of military adventor- 
less they Submitted to the dictates of the |‘ ers, The simple possibility, not to:say 
Allies with regard to the arrangement of | “+ the high moral probability, that im ame- 
their government ,+—The articles to which | ‘* ment of general defection, an army which 
1 allude here, I will’ insert; not only be- | ‘* has so much in its hands may run with 
cause “Y wish to place them upon record, | ** the stream of popular feeling throughout 
but because the reader should be convinced, |‘* Europe, is enough to make the Tyrant 
that f do not misrepresent the writers, and | ** tremble on his throne. Lord Welling- 
because it will be useful for the public te | ** ton ig doubtless prepared to take advan- 
see-cleatly what the views of these writers | ‘* tage of so desirable an occurrence, in case 
and of their abettors really are, The | ** it should happen without his previous:in- 
following articig is from the Times of the ‘*terfereuce; but we wish him ¢0 inter. 
4th instant: ——** Whea, or under what‘ fere ; we wish that he were authorized 
** circumstances, the great Commander may | ‘* plainly and openly to offer his mighty 











‘“ think fit to carry his forees against the , ** co+operation, to any body of men who 


‘“large military or commercial depéts “of | «* would shake off the Tyrant’s yoke in 

‘¢ the south of France, we do not pretend:| ‘* France, as has been done in Italy, in 

**to form conjecturés. We are gonfident, , ** Germany, and in Holland ‘”——Let it 

** that as ‘nothing will disturb the cali and be observed, that it is here expressly re- 

‘© meditative prudence of his pluns, so ne- | commended to. make war for the purpose of 

** thing will arrest the rapidity of their ex- pay epee to death.——He has 
2 








Our | ** General open. to himself amore glorious . 


** France could stop such a General: and ' 
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been acknowledged as lawful ruler of 
France by all the Powers at war with him. 
He has had almost every one of the hostile 
Sovereigns absolutely in his power. He 
has spared not.ouly their lives but their 
thrones; and now an English journalist re- 
commends to those sainie Sovereigns to make 
war upon him for the express purpose of 
putting him to death. Nothing can be 
clearer, than that he owes his present dan- 
gers wholly. to his having spared those, who 





are now his most formidable enemies. II | 


he had extinguished the Austrian power, he 


6 
would never have been in danger. The 


sottish desire to royalize his family, and the | 


hope of being able to rule the people of 
France as the: old families ruled: these 
have led to his present state of peril, and, 
if the people of France turn against him, 
will, in all probability, cost him his life; 
but, at any rate, that life ought not to be 
sought by those whom he has spared. —— 
More of this another time. Let us now 


hear the Courier; that vile: trumpet of | 


everlasting war,——** We expect that the 
** next dispatches from the Allies will an- 
‘*nounce their having crossed the Rhine, 
‘*‘ Lord Cathcart, we understand, in his 
** Jast dispatches, stated thatit was the in-- 
‘© tention of the Prince of Schwartzenberg 
‘* to pass the Rhine in a fortnight from that 
-date.. We are glad to hear this—for not 
*¢ a-moment should be lost—no time given 
‘* to Buonapartéto reassemble a large army, 
‘and recruit his means. By passing the 


‘¢ Rhine and entering the Netherlands at | 


*¢-once, they will immediately deprive hiin 


‘¢ of the resources in men and necessaries | 


‘¢ which he might derive from that country, 
‘‘ disable him from carrying on the con- 
‘* scription in that quarter, and thus Hol- 
‘+ Jand and the Netherlands being cut off, 
‘* he must be reduced to depend upon old 
‘France alone, which having thus an in- 
‘S creased pressure upon her, must feel 


‘¢ more and more disaffected to his Govern- | 


‘¢ ment and person. Lord Wellington, we 
‘should suppose, will advance from the 
** South, whilst the Allies march into 
‘¢ France from the East. 
** force of all the armies against Buona- 
‘* parte, including the reserves, is estimated 
** at eight hundred thousand men. The 
‘< nassage of the Rhine by the Prince of 
‘‘ Schwartzenberg will be accompanied by 
‘‘ a Proclamation in the name of ali the 
‘* Sovereigns allied against Buonaparte, 
‘* stating their ebjects and views. This 
‘important document we have not yet 
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ER.—Conquering France. 


| bottomed upon this principle, that the 
Allies, convinced by experience that no 
** secure peace could be niade with Buons- 
** parte, who had uniformly shewn himse'| 
** an enemy to the repose and independence 
*¢ of tle world,, and whom. no treaties and 
‘no principles of justice and good faith 
“could bind, would nol make peace wit) 
‘** him as the ruler of France: that it re- 
‘© mained for France to determine whether 
*¢ she preferred incurring all the miserie; 
** in which adherence to him must involve 
“her, or restoring herself at once to real 
“© peace, security, and independence, by 
‘* throwing off his tyranny; and reinstating 
‘her ancient family?  Suonaparté and 
(war! The Bourbons and peace! This 
| ** should be their device, and a Bourbon 
| «© should accompany the Allied Armies,” 
Whether this, and such like writings 
| be intended to feel the public pulse I do not 
‘know; but, I really do fear, that the no- 
| tons here promulgated are not very rare. 
The project is here openly avowed: 
the project of compelling France to adopt 
that sort of government which we approve 
of, and which, of course, is most likely, in 
the opinion of these writers, to keep France 
in a low and feeble state. At any rate, 
| here is the project openly avowed of punish- 
ing the French nation, if they refuse to 
obey the orders of us and of those who are 
subsidized by us. Here are we, the inha- 
| bitants of these islands, at the end of twenty 
years of war and taxation, to defend our- 
selves against France, setting ourselves up, 
in the language of this writer, as the dic- 
tators of a government. to this same 
nation! As the dictators of a government 
'to a country like France! Let this 
be borne in mind, To hear our news- 
paper people talk, who would not imz- 
gine, that France was a country of the 
‘size of the Isle of Wight, and that her 
| inhabitants were like those of Java or India? 
It is most presumptuous, most impudent 
language; and, who will make a bet, that 
it is language of which we shall not most 
sorely repent, ——If any thing can exceed 
iis impudence, it is its folly. Do these 
foolish and malignant men imagine, that 
the French people will like Buonaparte less 
at their recommendation, or at the recom- 
mendation of the Allies? If the French 
people are reaily attached to him, can it be 
supposed that a proclamation, threatening 
them with punishment, unless they tum 
against them, is the way to make them 
turn against him ?——There is, as far as | 
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in. Franee. Disaffection may exist; but 
there is, ds’ yet, no visible sign of it. 
An English army has been ia France for 
some time’; but it is not pretended, that the 
people of that country has hailed its arrival 
with joy. On the contrary, we see that-it 
does not advance into France. Yet, if the 
people really sighed for a return of their 
old government,’ here is a most fair oppor- 
tunitv'fer them to show their disposition. 
-——This project of dictating a government 
to France is, ‘perhaps, the very thing that 
Napoleoi wishes. ' Let the Bourbons once 
march with the Allies, and then all France 
isup in arms for or against Napoleon. 
The question will-be brought to issue with- 
out delay, It is much easier ‘to talk 
about crossing the Rhine than to cross it; 
and, suppose it crossed, how far will the 
Allies be-able to go, if the people of France 
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the hatred of England, - but! how it shall go 
to work to: fortify itself against Austria ! 
If the Freneh’people remain attached 
to Napoleon, nothing thatthe coalition cau 
do will hurt him; and, ‘I think, ‘there are 
ten chances to one, that the coalition will be 
divided in lessthan three months. Does 
the reader suppose, that our power by sea 
is no object of jealousy with ary of the Al- 
lies? Does he imagine, that they would 
be'content to leave us with all that power 
in our hands, and without a rival too? 
There may be men who think this. Our 
national pride and presumption. make us 
look. upon ourselves as ‘swallowing up, of 
right, all the cares and consideration of the 
world. But, whoever thinks thus, will 
find himself egregiously deceived. 








Counrer-REVOLUTION tN > HOLLAND. 
There appears to be anentire new go- 





are cordial on the side of their ruler ? 
All depends upon the disposition of the peo- 
ple of France! But, whio will give us 
security, that the Emperor of Austria will 
not make peace wilh Napoleon? The latter 
has.ample means in his hands of gratifying 
his father-in-law.——If Francis be rein- 
stated in all his old titles, Emperor of Ger- 
many, &c. &c. ; if all the little Sovereigns, 
who have beenenriched at his expense, be 
stripped of their new territories; if the 
House of Austria gain largely on the side of 
Italy, and be made master-of the House of 
Brandenburgh; if this take place, what is 
to prevent Napoleon and Francis from again 
becoming allies? And, if they do becowe al- 
lies, what shall we have gained by the retreat 
of Napoleon? Of one thing we may be 
quite sure: that is, that each power will do 
that which it shall deem most conducive to 
its own particular interest ; and,’ it is very 
clear, that the interests of the’several allied 
Powers‘are directly opposed to each other. 
—— There’ seems already to be a strange 
lagging in the war. The several armies 
seem to have come toa stand. There is no 
reason:why Russia should wish to see Aus- 
tria aggrandized, while the former gains 
nothing at all, to say nothing'of the part 
which Austria took in the war, during 
which Moscow was burnt. The allied 
Gabinets uré'now, I daresay, considering 
how.they shall (each for itself) profit from | 
what has taken places The Courier and 
the Times seeutto think, that all these Ca- 
binets partake in thedesire-of some English 
to see the’ French! nation punished. — Thes¢’ 
Cabinets are not so execrably foolish. The 
Prussian Cabinet, for ‘instatice, is consider- ' 
ing, not. how-it shall go. to work to gratify | 











| 





vernment upon the anvil for the use of the 
Dutch. The Proclamation, issued at 
Amsterdam, announces this event, and a 
very curious document’ it ‘is. ‘* The 
‘6 General Commissaries of the national 
‘¢ Government, residing at Amsterdam, to 
‘¢ the inhabitants of the said city : 
‘¢.¢ Countrymen! —The moment is at length 
‘© arrived which puts au end ¢o all your in- 
‘¢ security. The storms of change are past ; 
‘© and the work commenced two centuries 
‘cage, by our great forefathers, under 
‘¢ great disorders, is at length concluded 
‘¢ by us under’still greater difficulties. No 
‘¢ foreign Prince, unacquainted ‘with your 
‘¢ constitution and manners, shall here- 
‘¢ after direct your dearest privileges at his 
‘© pleasure; no longer’ shall the fruit of 











‘¢ your industry be the prey of foreigners ; | 


‘¢ no longer shall your-ehildrenbe dragged 
‘Saway to foreign parts,'to fight for 
‘¢ strangers, and in a cause foreign lo your 
“S own happiness: no longer shall the in- 
‘¢ certitude concerning the swpreme Goverf> 
‘© ment weaken your force, and unsiteg 
‘¢ your strength. It is not William the 
‘¢ Sixth whom the people of the Nether- 
‘¢ lands have recalledy’ without ‘knowing 
‘© what theyumight have or hope. to expect 
‘¢ from bim.* de: is William the first, 
‘6 who, as Sovereign Prince ‘by the wish of 
‘6 the Netherlanders, appears as Sovereign 
‘¢ among that people, which once before 
‘¢ has been delivéred by another William 
‘¢ the First from the slavery of a disgrace- 
“¢ ful foreign despotism. © Your'civil liber- 
‘tty shall be securéd-by laws, bya consti- 


** tution grounding your ‘freedom, ‘and he: 


‘* better founded than ever. Brut the ex- 
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‘¢ ternal occurrences, the changes among 
‘¢ nations, whose political Government 
‘« have partly been the occasion, the cause 
‘s of the wonderful events, at which Eu- 
‘‘ rope for a while was astonished, shall 
‘likewise be kept in balance dy a similar 
“ arrangement: it requires but a few more 
“© sacrifices, and the name of Holland shall 
‘S again be honoured as heretofore, and the 
‘* Hag of the Netherlands again be scen 
‘“‘ Aying on all seas. The great birth is 
‘¢ effected ;} the Netherlands are free ; and 
“ William the First is Sovereign Prince of 
‘¢ the free Netherlands.—— Given at Am- 
‘¢ sterdam, the Ist of December, 1313. 
(Signed) ‘¢ I. M. Kemper, 

‘¢ Fannius SCHOLTEN,”’ 
What is meant here one cannot very 
well see ; but, that the Dutch are no longer 
to have an assembly of the Staies, with a 
controling power over the House of Orange, 
is pretty clear, But, what puts Messrs. 
Kemprr and Senotten in such a rage 
against foreigners as rulers? WE have 
found it best to have foreigners for Sove- 
reigns. We had even a Dutch king, and 








we call the choice glorious to this day. | 
We say that it was a *‘ glorious revolution’’ | 
that put us under the sway of a Dutchman. | 
——Georce J. was a foreigner; so was 
Geoxce I]. theu orn out of the kingdom. | 
And, as to the present King, he is wholly. ; 


of foreign parents by marriage at least ; 
and the Queen being a foreigner, the Re- 


gem and his brothers have, of course, nene | 
But, j 
that, so far from being an objection with 
us, is a citcumstance that renders them | 
We boast ; ay, it | 
is our doast, that we are the subjects of the 


but foreign bleed in their veins, 


imere agreeable to us. 


House of Brunswick, which House, we 


assert, has brought upen our heads inav- 
merable blessings.—— Why, then, so: 
spiteful against foreign severeigns, Messrs. } 
Have a care’ 
what you say upou this point; for, we ; 
You tough » 


Kemper and Seuerten ? 


English are very. jealous here. 
us here in a mest tender part. ——I do not 
pretend io understagd what these genile- 
men mean, when they talk about the fruit 
of the people’s labour being go fe fo- 
reigners; about their children being drag- 
ged away te fereign parts to Aght for 


sleangers, and in a cause foreign to their | 
iness» I hope.they do nat cast; 
insinuations ; and that, by foreigners, they- 
always mean Frenchmen. Yet, that will not} 


own 


do very well; for the people of Sweden 
have get even a Frenchmen at their head ; | 
and, as we.are told, this very Frenchman | 
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is now entering Holland tv complete its de- 
liverance.—— Under these circumstances, 
Messrs. Kemper aud Scholien might have 
been a little more, measured in their hatred 
of foreign sovereigns..—— But, to say the 
truth, they appear, in the delirium of their 
joy to have forgotuen themselves more than 
once. They talk about the flag of the Ae- 
therlands being again seen flying on ail 
seas!’ Indeed! Softly, gentlemen! 
Sufily! Do not begin to talk about flags 
so soon. Think first, about your herrings 
and chees¢. MWe intend to watch the seas 
sufficiently for some time to come. Nore 
of your flags, if you please, just yet.—~ 
The Courter has a commentary upon this 
proclamation, which is worth perusing. 
The wiseacre, whe conducts that paper, 
does not seam very well pleased with the 
proclamation, He does not actually had 
fault with the prediction about the fag; 
but, you may very plainly see, that he 
does not like the thing altogether. He 
professes not to be able to comprehend what 
if means, which is no very weak manner 
of expressing his dislike of it,——The ar- 
ticle is curious. ‘* Late last night,” says 
he, “* arrived a mail from Halland, with 
** accounts to the Sth inst. His Serene 
** Highness the Prince of Orange made his 
** solemn entry into Amsterdam on the Ist, 
** amidst the loudest and most joyful ac- 
** clamations, His arrival was preceded 
‘© by an Address from the Provisional Go- 
‘* vernment at Amsterdam to the people, 
‘* proclaiming his Serene Higliness Sove- 
“reign Prince of the free Netherlands. 

** Hence we iafer that the title of Stadi- 
*¢ holder. is to be abolished; and, proba- 
*< bly, she Assembly of the States General. 
‘¢-—§ Your civil. liberty,’ says the Pro- 
‘¢ clamation, ‘ shall be secured by Jaws, 
‘‘ by a constitution grounding your free- 
‘<dom, and he better founded than ever. 

‘< In the old Government the bulk of the 
*s people had no share in any part of the 
‘* Government, not even in the choice of 
‘S the Deputies te the States General. We 
*< are ignorant of the reasons that have t- 
*¢ fluenced the Provisional Government in 
‘( giving to his Serene Highness the new 
‘* title of Sovereign Prince of the free Ne- 
‘stherlands. Is it meant that all the Ne 
“‘ therlands, Austrian as well as Dutch, 
“‘ should be annexed to the United Pre- 
‘‘vinces 2 Would such an arrangement be 
“+ agreeable to Austria? Dees she think 4 
‘+ would be @ wise policy to give such an a¢- 
‘¢ cession of territory te H » as 





“+ make hera strong military power? Thest 
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és qnestions we are yet unable to answer. 
‘s The territories which Holland possessed 
é+in the Netherlands were not larger than 
s‘ the single province of Holland; and the 
‘+ population did not amount to huif the 
‘‘ population of that province.” It 
would be curious indeed to see the Dutch, 
from being subjects of France, from being 
a conquered people, become all at once 
conquerors of part of the Austrian doui- 
nions! This would afford admirable mat- 
ter for observation, Perhaps there would 
need nothing more than an attempt of this 
sort to updo all that has been done in Hol- 
Jand. But,’ surely, no such attempt will 
be made ! —- But, reader, is it not laugh- 
able to hear the Courier preparing an 
apelezy for destreying the States General 
by telling us, that, ** in the old govern- 
‘““ment, THE BULK OF THE PEOPLE 
‘‘ had no shave in any part of the govern- 
‘‘ ment, not EVEN in the CHOICE OF 
“ THE DEPUTIES TO THE STATES 
“GENERAL?” So, accarding to him, 
then, the bulk of (he people ought to have a 
share.in thé elections, ui least! Take care, 
wiseacre, what you are about, when you 
justify the destruction of the old Dutch go- 
vernment upon this ground, At any 
rate, some good will come out of the dis- 
cussions to which these changes will give 
rise.: We are in a new slate of things 
again, Napoleon’s overwhelming power 
had awed the ~world into silence. Men 
now speak again, and talking will do some 
good.—-—The Dutch are a-trade-loving 
people, and will net be content to see us 
monopolize all the trade of the world. They 
have no Debl, and will be able to start 
against us with great advantages. I should 
not be at all surprised if they hed already 
devised. a plan of a commercial treaty with 
Napoleon and America. ——But, they must 
not grasp at the dominions of the House of 
Austria; for, if they do, though backed by 
Russia and England, Napeleou comes out 
again, as sure as they are im existence.—— 
I should not wonder, Lowever, if the old 
dispute between the Dutch aud the Heuse 
of Austria were immediately to be revived. 
That dispute was 2 very bitter one. The 
Dutch have net jorgotten the treatment 
they received,—— W hat is the use of ovr 
army im Holland? {f Halland is {reed ; 
if the Dutch ane ald of a.minds if they are 
all fer the House of Orange, why send an 








English army thither? There is a Russian 
army in .the country already ; 2 Swedish 
army is following ; and lor what ?-—-De 
we vot gather {sem abl this, thatthe power 














of France is still greater than our news- 
papers would have us believe it to be? 
Holland is nothing in point of territory, A 
small army, if good or any thing, is suf- 
ficient to defend. it. What need can there 
be, then, of all these armies being marehed 


into Holland? One thing is pretty clear : 


that the Dutch will have to keep them all, 
The herrings and cheeses will fly. | Happy 
Dutch! To be delivered in. so short a 
time, and. by so nrany kind friends !——+ 
One thing, with regard to Holland, seems 
decided ; and that is, that she is no longer 
to bear the hated name of Repydlic. The 
House ol Orange are to reign as Sovereigns, 
and not as mere Holders of the States. This 
is a specimen of what we may reasonably 
expect elsewhere, if an occasion offers for 
changing the government. And yet, we 
will not suffer the people of Franee to 
change their government !|——The truth 
is, that there is no réason'prevails, in this 
country, upon this subject. The people 
here have been worked up tosuch a pitch 
of hatred against the French, that nothing 
short of their extermination will. satisfy 
some people ; and, therefore, it is quite 
impossible to satisfy them.——-Some of the 
Allies will propose terms of peace; but 
those terms, be they what they may, will 
not satisfy the rabble of politicians in this 
country. We shall hear our writers ae- 
eusing those pacific powers with treachery ; 
and we shall be urged on to a new war, or 
to a continuation of this, without any defi- 
nite object.——-Nay, what object have we 
now? Why not even now propose terms 
of peace? Not a word of peace escapes 
our lips. We are now for punishing Franee, 
for killing Buonaparté.. There is somethi 
perfectly monstrous in this language ; 
really, upon a survey of the whele scene, 
peace seems as distant as at any former pe- 
riod. This would be a mere trifle were 
our debls out of the question. But, wiren 
every year of war adds, perhaps, (wo mié- 
lions to the taxes which we mayo pay for 
ever; and whieh cannot be diminished by 
any means other than a national baakmrypt- 
cy, we, surely, ought to think, whether 
it be not possible to put av end to-this war, 
—— What! the outrageous enemy of France 
will say, do you wish to save Buonaparte 7 
Ne: goed madmasa, Pe wish ser 
our puree; -I only wish to sec. ve @ 
litle part of sooautt left ds vasareutt. 
——~However, if you ‘it, let me not 
intrude, Pay away; and find all the con- 
selation you ean im tbe reflection that the 
people of France have not become free, 
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To Mr. ALpErmMAn Woop, 


On the subject of teaching the Children of 
the Poor lo read. : 


Lerrer, I. 
Sir, 

I see, from accounts published | in the 
news-papers, that you are taking great 
pains to establish a school upon the Lancas- 
terian plan,.the main object of which ap- 
pears'to be to teach peor children to read, 
and particularly to read the Bible. LT have, 
for some months, had an intention to ad- 
dress you upon'this subject, and to state to 
you my reasons for believing, that an act, 
arising solely from your benevole:t disposi- 
tion, is not, with sufficient clearness, found- 
ed in reason, and that it is not likely to pro- 
duce the good which, you. certainly have in 
view, ys 
Ehe.subject naturally divides itself into 
two parts; or, rather, presents two ques- 
tions for, discussion: Ist. Whether, under 
the present circumstances, in ils country, 
the teaching of poorichildren fo read gene- 
raily be likely,to do good ;,and, ¢nd, whe- 
ther it be likely to,do.good to-teach them ¢o 
read the Bible. 

- Whatever men may think about reading 
the Bible; however their opinions may dif- 
fer as to the utility of reading this particu- 
lar, Book, the number is very small, indeed, 
who think that the teaching of poor chil- 


agen to read general/y is nota good past all 


djspute.. To.that very small number, how- 
ever, I belong;;and my opinion decidedly 
is, that, under, the present circutnstances 
of this country, the teaching “of poor chil- 
dren to,read generally is calculated te pro- 
duce evil rather,than good ; for which opi- 
nion, [:will now proceed to offer you my 
reasons, asd not ‘without some hope of 
being able to.convince you, that your money, 
laid ,orit, in. pots of beer 16 the parents, 
would he full asilikely to benefit the com- 
MARL eqciiog wbbe 

The alidegy of xealiag.consists in the im- 
parting, knowledge..to those who read; 
kuowledge idispela ignorance. » Reading, 
therclore, natarally teuds to enlighten wan- 
kiad, ;,.As, mankind, become enlightened, 
they becomedess exposed to the arts of those 
wha would enslave them. Whence read~ 
ing najupally tends to promote and ensure 
the Jiberuies.of mankind, | ..¢) How, then,’? 
you, will, ask,) ff ean|youobject to the teach- 
Siang, of the children off the: ignerant—to 
‘Sead? \: But, Si, wheawethus describe 
the sflecis of wees ing, .weaaust always. be 
Undepsigogis, meaning, the reading. of syorks 








POLITICAL REGISTER.— Letter to Mr. Aldermah Woad. [748 


which convey truth to the mind; for;:Lan 
sure, that you willinot deny, thatvit is pos- 
sible: for a ‘person’ to’ become by reading 
more ignorant than’ he was before.» For. 
instance,:a child has no knowledge of the 
source whence'coals are drawn ; but, if, in 
consequence of what he reads, he believes 
coals to be made ont of ‘clay, he is more 
ignorant than he was before he read; be- 
| cause falsehood is farther from truth than is 
| the absence of knowledge. A child, in the 
neighbourhood of Loretto, who had been 
happy enough to escape the lies of the 
priests, would know nothing at all of the 
origin of the Virgin Mary’s’ House at. that 
famous resort of pilgrims; but, if he had 
read the history of the Bees’ House, he 
would ‘believe that it came thither, flying 
across the: sea’ from Palestine; ‘and he 
would, of course, ‘be a great deal more iz- 
norant than if he had never read the suid 
history. , ) 

Thus, then, reading does not tend to 
enlighten men, unless what they read cou- 
vey fruth to their minds. ‘The next ques- 
tion is, therefore, whether, under the pre- 
sent circumstances of ‘this country, the 
children of the poor are likely to come at 
truth by reading ;>which question, I think, 
we must decide in the negative. 

You will please.to observe, that I am 
not now speaking of the Bible, or of works 
upon: religion. ‘Those’ I shull notice by- 
and+by... I am now speaking of reading m 
general. ‘To those who object to the teach- 
ing of children to read the Bible, as being 
above: their capacity to comprehend, it is 
usually. answered, that if ‘children learn to 
read the Bible, they will inevitably read 
other things ;-and that our of reading will 
ptoceed light,’ atid the means of ‘giving the 
people ‘true notions of their rights in so- 
ciety. But, here again’ it- is aken for 
geanted}ithat what they will’ read, after 
they have been taught to read in the Bible, 
will be calculated to give them ¢rue notions, 
and will inculcate the principles:wpon which 
men: ought to be governed. ‘ 

Now Sir, is this: the! fact 9 Does the 
press. in this “country send forth works éal- 
culated to: produce such an effect ?' | That's 
to'say, ‘are ‘its productions generally of this 
description %/Or, to put the question more 
closely, is the major‘ part ofiits:productions 
of this description ? » Because, »if'it send 
forth more productions which are cdlculated 
to. give! false’ notions, ‘than’ of; productions 
which are calculated to give frie notlonsy 
it foHows) oof: course, thar reading, gene 
raliy,? must tend 20 the-increase of a belief 
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m falsehood, which no one will deny to be | 
the worst species of ignorance. 

Let us see, then, what is the real state 
of this press; this vaunted press, which, 
in ninety-nine hundredths of the publica- 
tions which issue from it, is represented as 
being FREE. Let us see what is the real 
state of this press. 

In the first place, a man is liable, if he 
write, or print, or publish any thing, 
which the Attorney General (an officer ap- 
pointed by the Crown and removable al 
pleasure), chooses to prosecute him for; 
any man who does this is liable to be pro- 
secuted, and to be punished in a manner 
much more severe than a great part of the 
persons convicted of felony. You yourself 
remember (and I shall always retain a 
grateful recollection of your goodness upon 
the occasion), that I, for writing an article, 
respecting the treatment of the Local Mili- 
tia at the town of Ely, was sent to pass 
two years of my life in a place where there 
were felons, and men actually found guilty 
of unnatural crimes. Many of the felons, 
at that time in Newgate, were punished 
with a shorter term of imprisonment than I 
was; to say nothing of the fine, a sum 
equal to what may be fairly deemed a fourth 
part of the average earnings of any literary 
man’s whole life. Hr 

And, who will say, that, if he venture 
to utter what is calculated to displease men 
in power, he will escape such punisliment ? 
There are no laws, which set bounds to his 
pen; there is no settled rule of Jaw which 
enablés ‘him to know what is criminal and 
what is not criminal. He is prosecuted if 
the King’s officer chooses to prosecute him ; 
and the Jury, by whom he is tried, is spe- 
cially nominated by another officer of the 
Crown, the accused party having the pri- 
vilege of objecting to twelve out of forty- 
eight of the persons so nominated, The 
Attorney General may, if he please, com- 
mence a prosecution and not proceed in il. 
He may keep a criminal charge hanging 
over the head of any writer as long as he 
chooses ; and, with the consent of a Judge, 
he may hold the party to bail for his ap- 
pearance for as long a time as he chooses to 
keep the chargé suspended over his head. 
So‘ that*such writer, during his whole life 
time, may have a criminal charge kept 
suspended over His head, and, without for: 
feiting his’ recbgnizances’ and thos¢ of his 

, Tree te) igh ips 
sureties, he canfiot, during his whole life 
time; quit the country, or be absent at any 


one térm} ‘fof, at any term, w enéver his 


accuser pleases, ‘though, perhaps, after his 


Witnésses are dead, he may be commanded 
to come and take his trial. 

On the other hand, the Attorney General 
may, if he chooses, drop the prosecution, 
and that, too, at whatever time he may 
please to drop it. After having charged a 
writer with acrime, he may keep the charge 
suspended over his head for months of 
years; and then, without even leave of the 
Court, and wilhout assigning any reason al 
all, he may witolly withdraw the charge, 
and relieve the poor creature and his family 
from their fears. 

This is the state of our press as it is 
affected by the Jaw. Aud, under such cir- 
cuinstances, is it to be expected, that the 
press will convey, freely convey, ‘ruths to 
the people? For, you will be particular in 
bearing in mind, that the éruth of any 
writing, so far from being a justification of 
the author, is not permitted to be pleaded 
in his defence. To utter (ruth, therefore, 
respecting the measures of the government, 
the administration of the laws, the weight 
or the mode of collecting the taxes, the 
treatunent of the army or the navy, the con- 
duct of the clergy, the creeds of the Church ; 
to utter fruth respecting any of these may, 
in the eye of the law, be a greatly criminal 
act, and may subject the utterer to a punish- 
ment more severe than that inflicted on a 
great part of the felons. 

We are not inquiring here, whether this 
law of the press be good or bad. There 
are those who assert it to be full of justice 
and wisdom. We will not, therefore, raise 
a. dispute upon that point. We will con- 
tent ourselves with observing that such is 
the law; and, then, we have only to deter- 
mine, whether, under sueh a Jaw, the press 
is likely to be the vehicle of fruth. There 
are those, who say, that it ought not to be 
permitted to convey, in, an undisguised 
manner, truths, upon all public matters and 
concerning all public men, to the people. 
Very well; but, if this be the case, can the 
reading of the productions of this press tend 
to dispel ignorance; can it teud to enlighten 
the people ? Can it be any public beuefit, 
can it further the cause of public liberty, to 
teach the children of the poor to read ? 

Let us, if you please, trace, one of these 
poor boys in his progress of reading, after 
he has been, taught, at your Lancaster 
school, to. read in the Bible. He is, you 
will please to observe, not goiag to live in 
the house of a father or a,master, who has 
ithe means or the capacity to direct his stu- 


one to tell him what publications he ought 
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to look upon as good and what as bad. He| to foretel when it will rain and when it will 


has no one to point ovt to him what is the| 
production of venality and what is not, He | 
must take things promiscuously as they | 


come before him, He has no guide; no 
criterion of truth; nothing to excite his 
doubts of the veracity of his author; but 
must swallow every thing which chance | 
sends into his hands. What, then, will be 
the probablecourse of his reading? ‘* £hil- 
“* dren’s Books,” as they are called, he will 
naturally begin with. As far a these con- 
sist of sheer nonsense, they may do his 
mind little harm; but, past all dispute. it 
is impossible for them to have the smallest 
tendency towards enlightening that mind. 
If they rise only a litle above the non- 
sensical, look at them, and you will find, 
that from one end to the other, their ten- 
dency is to inculcate abject submission, 
His next series are ballads and - songs, 
which, if they step out of nonsense, go at 
ence into the national braggings, which, 
while they are applauded as the means of 
keeping up the spirit of the people, have 
been one cause of plunging us into, and of 
prolonging, those wars, which have occa- 
sioned our enormous debts and taxes, and 
have Jed ta the filling of the country with 
all those military establishments, heretofgre 
regarded as so dangerous to the liberties of 
England, Addison, who was a very vile 
een approved of these means of keep- 
ng alive what he called §* the honest pre, 
*s judices of Englishmen.’’ What a base 
idea! To inculcate undisguisedly the praise- 
worthiness of keeping the people in igno- 
rance; and that, toa, for the good of the 
country, and by the means of the press! 
Honest prejudices! That is to say, an honest 
_— beligf in falsehoods; an honest belief thai 

Jalsehood is truth! Qne cannot help hating 
the man, who could avow such an idea, 

If your pupil live in the country, his 
standard-book will, in all likelihood, be 
MOORE’s ALMANACK, that universal] 
gompaniot, of the farmers and labourers of 
England. Here he will find a perpewal 
spring of knowledge; a daily supply, be- 
sides an extra portion monthly. Here are 
signs and wonders and prophecies, in all 





which hie will believe as implicitly as he 
does in the first chapter of Genesis, Nor 
will he tr due percent ae To} 

a people in a state of ind jtnp- 
wi make them erations “and | 
slavish, there needs litle more than the | 


snow, ‘is very little more enlightened than 
those.men who believed most firmly that 
St. Dunstan took the Devil by the pose; 
and, there is no doubt in my mind, tha 
if that legend were now published, they 
would believe it. You will say, perbaps 
that it is only the very lowest of the people 
who believe in the prophecies of Moore's 
Almanack; but, is it not the very lowes 
description of people whom you are at- 
tempting to teach ? And. when they ger 
out of your hands, must they not be lefi to 
themselves ? You certainly do wot mean w 
follow them to their hovels to superintend 
their reading. 

But, the great source of your pupil's 
knowledge, the great source of that Light, 
which he is to acquire, will be the NEWS. 
PAPERS. Here he will find a constant 
and copious supply. Aud of what? Of 
truth? Will he here find bold and im- 
partial statements of facts? Will he here 
find plain and fearless censure of public 
wrong-doers? Will he here see the cause 
of the oppressed manfully espoused, and 
the oppressor painted in colours calculated 
to rouse against him the hatred of maukind? 
You know, Sir, that he will not. You 
kuow, that he will Gad the reverse of all 
this, You know, that he will fund false- 


hoods, upen every subject of a public na- 


ture ; praises of al} those wha have power 
to hurt or to reward, and base caluwnies 
on all those, who, in any degree, make 
themselves obnoxious to power. ‘+ Yes,” 
Say you in the ardour ef your zeal, ‘* but, 
there are exceplions, my friend ;, there are 
some of the public papers of a different 
description.” Some? . How many, Sit? 
How miany oftt of the 300 or 400 which 
are published in the kingdom? Are there 
fen? Suppose there are dwenly., Then 
there are twenty chances to one against 
your hi imbibing the truhs there are 
iwenty chances to one that his reading will 
produce in him an increase of ignorance, 
instead of pouring light into his mind. 
Besides, what is he to find in the very bes 
of ‘these public prints? Will he find aay 
thing like free discussion? Suppose @ 
venal wretch to fill bis colamns with 
praises of a wicked man in power. Will 
any one of your twenty news-papers dart 


freely to investigate those columns, and by 


by hay of the wickedness of the 
men Ser chew thin leetoed 2 You 


general reading of this single book. The Egow ell, Sir, that 99. ne. would dase 





poor who reads this book, and} do ‘this ; know that iter, ie h 
wo blorst he omprf lah senses, would. ‘thiak af doiog’ i 


t,,-~§# >, ae it ae Ok | 606 ans, Aa Hee eeellCeeeee,lC Kl TF lCtéCéCO 


—_—_ an DS aot. Ae a 

























[752 
will 
than 
that 

Nose ; 

that, 
they 

haps, 
people 
oore’s 
owest 
re ate 

y get 

left to 

can tv 
intend 











wpil’s 
light, 
WS. 
nstant 
> Of 
d im- 
e here 
public 
cause 
, and 
‘lated 
kind ? 

You 
of all 
false- 
Cc na- 
ower 
ub les 
make 
Yes,” 
but, 
me are 
ferent 
Sir ? 
rhich 
there 
Then 
ainst 
€ are 
will 
ance, 
aind, 
best 
| any 
se a 
with 
Will 
dar¢ 
d by 

the 
You 
fe be 
» bis 
, ite 








758} DECEMBER 11, 1813.—Offcial Papers. [754 


What, then, is the undeniable conclusion ? 
Why, this: that the praise, reaching the 
mind of your reader, and remaining un- 
contradicted, his reading must deceive 
him; ust give him false notions; must, 
as to a matter of great public importance, 
make him. more ignorant than he would 
have been if he had never heen able to 
read; must make him the partisan of a 
mau, to whom he ought, in duty to his 
country, to beopposed. We often hear it said, 
‘let us have discussion, discussion will do 
good.”’ But, Sir, what does discussion mean ? 
It meaus, the arvaying, by one person, of 
all ¢he tacts, and a// the arguments that he 
can muster up, against the facts and argu- 
ments of another. It does net mean open- 
niouthed statement and argument en one 
side, while, ou the other, the combatant is 
muzzled, is compelled, fer his safety, to 
Suppress his facts, and is ouly permitted 
treusblingly to state in parables, and argue 
by hypothesis. In short, discussion de- 
mands a perfectly. unshackled use of ail that 
the usind suggests ; and, if this be denied, 
there is uo discussion. The Bishop of Lan- 
daff answered Mr. Paine; his Lordship 
discussed the matter with Thomas. But, 
Thomas’s publishers were prosecuted by 
the Auorney General, and his book was 
suppressed; while that of the Bishop not 
only had leave to circulate freely, but was 
forced into circulation by all the aid that 
zealous churchmen avd other christians 
could give it. Iam not here speaking: of 
the propriety or impropriety of this; but, 
it must be confessed, I shiok, that it was a 
singular sort of disrussion. Yet, of very 
nearly the same stamp are all the discus- 
sions that yeur pupils will fd in our pub- 
lic priats, If, for instance, a report be 
published of a trial isi a court of justice, ac- 
companied with astouishiag praises of the 
wisdem and integrity of ‘* the Learned 
Judge ;” and, if some one were to think 
that the decision evinced oe ee mea 
in the learned e, but, rather, the 
contrary ; om rat much inclined to 
impart his thoughts to the public? if, in a 
taoment of ungovernable zeal, he were free - 
ly te disouss such praises, and draw from 
his facts aod arguments an opposite conclu- 
sien, would be not, when he came to see 
his writing im print, set himself down as 
ruined? Why, then, talk of. disousnon ? 
Discuss, indeed, we may; and freety tga, 
ali questions relating to the qualities of 
trees and herbs. Thete is no , 


, 


but, as to politics, law, and religion, the 
army or the navy, peace or war; as to all 
those subjects interesting to man as a mem- 
ber of society, they will assuredly meet 
with nothing, issuing from the press of this 
country, worthy of the name of discus. 
Sion. 

Why, then, teach the children ‘of the 
poor to read ? Why waste, in this pur- 
suit, either money or time; seeing that, if 
you succeed, your success must necessarily 
tend to the increase of error and to the de- 
basement of the people? It is not the 
mere capability of reading that can raise 
man in the scale of nature. It is the en- 
lightening of his mind ; and, if the capabi- 
lity of distinguishing words upon paper 
does net tend io enlighten him, that ac- 
quirement is to be considered as nothing of 
any value. 

The great length of this letter makes me 
fear to proceed further at present; and, 





| Uneréfore, I conclude with an expression 


_of my sincere respect for your character and 


your motives. 
Wma. COBBETT. 


Botley, 8th Dec. 1813. 





Erratum.—lIn the preceding Number (23), 
p- 725, 13th line from the bottom, for Aorrid, 


read honeyed. 
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Frenca Documents. 


(Continued from page 736. / 
object to hear the propositions of the Medi- 
aling Powers, viz. to hear her dictate the 
law. The powers of the French Plenipo- 
tentiaries, more ‘liberal, more generous, 
were confined to announcing the ohject to- 
wards which all the Emperor’s wishes were 
directed. The Duke of Vicence went to 
Plezwitz, and the Armistice was concluded, 
The Cabinet of Vienna was charged 
with making known the acceptance of the 
mediation by Russia and Prussia, and it re- 
wained silent: the appointment of Plenipo- 
tentiaries on the part of the enemy, and it 
remained silent. The French Government 
had demanded, that its acceptance of the 
mediation should be stipulated by a conven- 
tion, aad the Cebinet of Vienna did not 
-give powers to any person to negociate it, 
“ik Geath de’ Bubna had jellies to the 





leepetiat quarters.’ He was pressed to se- 
riéusly treat on affairs of such importance ; 
, -he ‘notified the acceptance of Russia and 

q —— and when it was wished to enter 
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fair of form ‘so simple, and 
The | 

mperur 
convention should be confmed to the prope-»| refused this demand. | Desired to. 
himself pon the motives which at the be- 
ginning could induct him to create aa 0b- 
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QS Interests at che Congress, persons most 
worthy af his confidence, and whe br the 
rank they held with him, and im the st2*, 
zs well as by their personal qualities, ev- 
jered im the highest deg gree the pub 
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Uiarigs to treat separately or joimtly. He m 
cousequence proposed io open the negue'?- 
uuans.. When the Dake ef Vicence arrives 
at Prague, it appeared that nothing ce 
oppose the immediate opening of the Cor- 
gress, and there was every reason fer hopiz 
the negociatiens would proceed rapidly 
but that system of incidents and obstactes 
incessantly arising, fellowed tilt then by 
the Austrian Cabimet, received a new de- 
velopement. The Pleniporentiaries h2s- 
tened te demand an the 26th July of the 
Minister Mediarer, that the opeaing of the 
Coagress should imunedianély take place bv 
a fivst conference, in which they should 
proceed im the usual manner, to the verili- 
cation and reciprocal communication of thet 
full powers.——No objection could have 


reasoanbly been expected res aw at- 
~ 


and W IN med was her princ> 


over these 








immemerable custom; nevertheless, the 
ihe} Plenipotentiary from the mediating ola 
ex 















wy & 


— eet «= fe er 





TT SRa8 HS 


ST) DECEMBER ii, 18t3.~—@Aeaal Prders. >33 


cade so ecempected, be omy renhed dy 
rapesrg 2 mace af negacisiwa, whack ex 
cucet 3 derect commmeacsnen between 
: respective Piemismenmares, aac ca 


" . e . " " > ~~ 
xc the wart af the neqgequtors, 


>t Wein & of Dropes. cms le Use 
sortam Nitmister, Whe Uhus comstnmcec 
= - = 2 <TSror Mé Ys . \ Soe TMA 
é . > -_* aK all ‘ ~~" » L>ires 
ea, amc the ceclaramons wdec® Bad eee 
_ . > ~ rh. 2 acd y vs g x » = ~ . i — . a Ss ~ ~ : 
na (ae Bvenok Govermamend seeped < wx 
22 ZENE De SS SFO whe wy SIMA Lik 
WRaR .v Beet aut QGelkk © (OK 1 eed 
. 
> 2. Qs PY, Sta apne CIM LA! weS, VW OS SOL... 
ey GR «© Wilk JST Gl me Of . DOIN’ Le 
2a ~ > oO @2. er me EY EAD ae” te. Sere F x 


™ 
= : ~ Pa * al — - " > » . 
~ Rk TPO) DARE Lad <> eS Roe eR co} Coal 


» . . — “ > . . + : 
WES . sQ- be | . eu a as Se en s+ 


- 2s 
= x8 MES. 


Mm WEICh LAY Pew oO Oo 

cAt PrIWvOec, WlIck Wek WRT CO Cad 
cunitstaue advamiages of verdai Giscus- 
wees, these whach are camoderecd te oy 
ead mm uegeciateas dy WRaeg.—— Net- 
sad USL AUS LAS Chass Pe wats CAPA IOAMA, Loe 
Austrian Mupesier ingeewted m bis preiensren, 
A ‘aA g bemaseli upen Liis proprwsediar, 
wade i abe ebect ef a pete whick he ad- 
ressed to the different Plemipoienianes, 
n this neie he supporned Aumsedi Oy ihe 
ctamme ef Teschim. Hewever, ao per- 


ho £ 





> 
~ 
~ ~ ~~ _— . 
Verse Ff HS ANSE bd * 2a. : Ss OL 
Wee, “6 2 ROR AY Loch, ~~ sac ee 
Ss ; 
ny 4 : ~ ~ a. mA 
- " . 
Gk RSD SEAR . 4 . ~ ' Ow 
- 2 
.— « ~n= ve ~~ ™® a > , 4 \ 
_ 
So ee ee x ~ .~* ~ . ‘ wae | 
~ - . Ye 
——s a*.% . > * ss . ~™M ALE > 
. 
> > , \ 
- - & x i soa. % - alc t~ 
. . - bn 
™ — .) AX. - * . .eN 
NCO Om OL WIR re WG o> VW ; 
= » " > ay. * . ¥ 
LIS MA. S DRE 3. . . . ‘ : ae. : 
c. ap = _ . ~* 
eR RRR AT AR, UD ON aS « << 2X Yi 
_ . 
eo w the Mechatar, aC EREV CUI S US 
> * & . - 
WO Gi BOWL < WtRenS Shoe Oe 
>a > ‘ a : : — 
A ee see & QIK .¥ WY Te WN . Teas. 
‘ > 253 (VERDE 3 x* . 
*~ we oT we . . ~ < 
7 wi - . 
Us - . \ sO ee 
. . 
Ayo’ ~* » \ ~ ‘ ~ ‘ ~~ * . WA ~ 
- ~ ae 
eS. . “. ~* * » = £ ’ . » 
X 
wm ~ ~=* . _ -_ . wm N : 
> 
that VO . ~* . . _ » : . 
— ~~ 
was ~ .- . a v 
Nae 4 Ya) . . ee ee BS © >" rr. § . Cw Y 
» * : . . . 
Yaa ES sae CVI ee mS A Sh . 
a > ° 
Was PLITK RA: . Ve 24 Mt> VCE A tt 


Waris EXC PDL ION oh Ceta<er Pare —e> 


7 - ™ . + 
_ . > >» : . . ~~ 
Lae i WALI August S22 AUMSSSSR : a re | 


») 
Phengpotentiat TS OUI?  GECRTE be 


: Leg DOSS Lt sick PERL. At ioe 68} < MKD 
: weet (Re :* <2? ARO WRT 4 : . Mcouater 


som Was ignorant that wethung conkd be less , 
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ample. For at Teachia there were canter- 
cuces, and the pretension had never beox 
raised there, any more than a ahy other 
Coparess of negociatiag Wilh seting, and 
weaheut speaking tw each other, in 
wuth, this basis bad been previowsiy Jan 
dewn by wruing, a medeihen rendered 
edlizaiery,. because ibe Mediatars were 
same at Vienna, amd others mt cra. bat 
even that proved the impossidiiiy of lee 
lowing a similar wethod at Prague. Nei 
only bad ne basis been adopted, but ne pre- 
lijiaary explanation had when place upon 
the ground-work of the negociation,-—— 
Notwithstanding so striking comsiderations, 
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No. 1.— Leiter from M. de Budua to ML. de 


dresden, Alaw 18, 


fT have the. bonewr to a@neunce io your 


| Excellency that |. arrives at Dresden tie 


the Russian and Prussian Pleuimoteauarics | 


agreeing with the Plenipotentiary of the 
Mediatur, hastened to adupt his iprepes:- 
en... Whatever efforts the Preueh Pie- 
nipetentiaries made in these afheia! couler- 
ences, wiiich they shad. successively wah 
the Plenipotentiary of the Mediaior, oa che 
30th July, stand Sth ahey were 


notable to evercome his obstaaacy. be 
Betting. id this conjuncture what he owed at 
anes circumstances, hé did moi make 


known abe smotives they alleged 40 the ad- 





day belere yesterday at noen, where | found 


i his Majesty oie Bampever el the Frenoh. 


—~~ dt is very agreeable to me to Canvey te 
the know ledge of pour Exceileney, that aet- 
withstaudims the svacess with Aas just ace 
campamed his arms, che Emperor of the 
Freach appcars te me diupesed for peace, 
aud washes that the Pleaipotentianes which 
the Beiligerent Powers shall judge proper 
i@ appeint, should assemble a8 soou 4s pass 
sible at Prague, er any oaiber place between 
the residences ef the Beblagerentowers, la 
the ceavicuien that his Majesty wall meee 
similar dispositions oa the pari ol aheir Ma- 
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jesties the Emperor of Russia and King of 
Prussia, I hasten to engage you, M. le 
Comte, to do all in your power to accele- 
rate the departure of the Plenipotentiaries 
for the place of Congress. His Majesty ap- 

rs to me to partake the opinion of the 
Allies, and to consider a general peace as 
the means of really tranquilizing the world. 
He would, therefore, with pleasure, see 
there a Plenipotentiary from England, and 
one from America. He consents to admit 


one from the Spanish insurgents, should it | - 


be thought possible to incline England to 
peace. His Majesty, also, seems equally 
disposed for a Continental peace, and con- 

tly to send Plenipotentiaries, as well 
as his Allies, as soon as the dispositions of 
Russia and Prussia shall be known. The 
Congress once fixed, if the Belligerent 
Powers wish to conclude an armistice, or a 
suspension of arms, his Majesty likewise 
appears to me disposed to lend himself to 
it,—-—Having the honour to inform your 
Excellency of these dispositions of the Em- 
peror of the French, I think you would do 
well to interpose with the allied Sovereigns, 
if they find this armistice to their satisiac- 
tion, that the overtures customary in such 
cases may be made, in consequence, at the 
French advanced S.——~At the same 
time, I have the honour to inform your Ex- 
cellency, that 1am going immediately to 
Vienna for some days, and that I will re« 
turn, without delay, to my post. ——I pray 
your Excellency, Kc. 7 : 

(Signed) Count Buswa. 


No. Ll.—Fowers given to the Duke of 
Vicenza. 

M. Je Duke,—Having resolved to employ 
all means to establish a peace, either gene- 
ral or Contintntai, we tive proposed ‘the 
assembling of a Congress, either at Prague 
or any ather place intermediary to the resi- 
— 3 _ Belligerent. Powers. We 
this Congress. will. promptly lead to 

the re-establishment of 
many nations experience the want. We 
have, in consequence, determined te con- 
clude an armistice, or suspension of arms, 
with the Russian and Prussian armies, for 
ali the time the shall last. —— 
Wishing to prevent the battle, which, by 
the position the enemy has taken, appears 
imesingot, and to avoid, for ity’s 
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military convention, having for its obj 
suspend hostilities. Linie for this * ea 
we write you the present letter, to make use 
of, if it: is demanded of you, and in the 
form. of :full powers.: Upon which | pray 
God to have you.in hissholy keeping. 
(Signed): Naroxzon. 
Dresden, May 18,.1813. 


No. IfI.—Copy of a Letler from Count de 
Stadion to the Prince of Neufchatel, 


Head-quarters of their Majesties the 
Emperor of Russia and King of 
Prassia, May 22, 1813. 

Monseigneur,—General Count de Bubne 
informed me, bya letter of the 16th instant, 
of the intentions which his Majesty the Em- 

ror of the French had made known to 

im, relative to the means of bringing 
about a negociation. for peace; and [ hast- 
ened to comatunicate. them. to the Emperor 


.of Russia and the: King of .Prussia.— 


Their Majesties having found, by the opi- 
nion which the Emperor Napoleon made 
known on this subject, that: he thinks an 
armistice may prepare the way to this ne- 
gociation, they have declared to me they 
are ready to enter immvediately- into all the 
arrangements which this: object requires, 
and to send to the advanced posts officers 
furnished with the proper _ powers,—— 
Count de Bubsia, not being at this moment 
with the Emperor of the French, I have 
thought it nvy duty to address myself to 
your Serene Highness, to make you 2 
quainted with the sentimetsts of the two So- 
vereigns, and to beg you to convey them ie 
the knowledge of his Imperial and Royd 
Majesty. should consider myself to 
happy, if these first: words, ‘which I have 
the good fortune to convey between the 
Powers at war, should quickly be followed 
by others that might lead toa state of peace, 
which -my august Master has so much 4 
heart. : : 
1.8 {Signed}: - Gount de Srapion. 
No. 1V.—Powersgiven by General Barclay 
de Tally, for the conclusion, of a» 4” 
mistice, ‘39% of) 421% 
- His‘Majesty the Emperor of al) the Rus 
their armies, and those ef his Majesty 1 


Emperor any arenistice, dure 
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I have 


authorize by these presents, their Excellen- 
cies Lieutenant-Generals Gount de Schou- 
valof and de Kleist, im the name of their 
Majesties, and in quality of Commander in 
Chief of the combined armies, to negociate, 
conclude, and sign, with him or those who 
shall be appointed for this purpose, on the 
part of his Majesty the Emperor Napoleon, 
and furnished with powers, the armistice 
in question. We pramise, on our word, 

and in our quality of Coummander in Chief, 


to exeoute, and cause to be executed, all the 


rai of the armistice, which shall be 

between the said Plenipotentiaries. 

In faith of which we have signed the pre- 

sent full powers, and sealed it with our 

arms.-—~Atourhead-quarters, 16th (28th) 
May; 1813. 

(Signed } Barciay oe Toy, 
Commander in Chief of the Com- 
bined Armies. 


-No. V.+-Is the armistice coucluded on 
the 4th of June, which has already ap-< 
peared, 


No. V1.—Copy ofa Nole from M. de Bubna. 


¥ Dresden, June 11, 1813. 
The undersigned received orders to again 
proceed to his Imperial Majesty of France, 
to give.an. account of the new overtures ‘of- 
peace which the Cabiuet of Vienna hasten- 
ed to. make to the Belligerent Powers,——~ 
it was With real satisfaction his Majesty the 
kage ror and Apostolic King was informed 
i return of the undersigned to Vienna, | 
of the pacific dispositions. evinced ‘by his | 
Majesty the Emperor Napoleon. The me- 
diation of Austria haying. been accepted by 
the Courts af _— and ‘Prussia, his Im- 
perial Majesty o oe will hasten to con- 
vey to. the edge of his: Majesty the 
Emperor of the peenh the basis of the 
peomeeien laid down by those Powers, and 
has ch the undersigned to express 
a-wish i gM informed of the 
basis which his Imperial Majesty of France 
would Jay.dewn as most) beneficial. to the 
said allied Courts.---—dn order not to leave | t 
any doubt on the manner in- which. the’ 
Gourt.of Vienna views the object of:a Con- | 
tinental. peace, as connected wath a general 
the undersigned will ebserve; that 


peace, 
the Austrian Gabinet directs all its wishes. 


to.ebtain by :its cares a. ion that will 
ensure, the. future se all Erp 
+ sat Sn Br 


ay caren ea cortitiek hemes 
ryan ye wants be by conkia- 





nental arrangement, which would facilitate 
or prepare a maritime peace.-——His Im- 


perial Majesty, setting a great value.on ac- ° 


celerating, as much as possible, the conclu- 
sion ot so salutary a work, the undersigned 


begs his Excéllency the Duke of Bassano to, 


have the goodness to convey, a8 soon as 


preston the present official note to the- 


nowledge of the Emperor of the French, 
and likewise to enable him to inform his 
Court of his Imperial Majesty's reply. 
(Signed) Count Busna. 
Dresden, June 11, 1813. 


No. VII.—WNote from the Duke of Bassane 
lo Count de Metternich. 


The undersigned, Minister for Foreign 
Affairs for his Majesty the Emperor and 
King, has received orders to send the pre- 
sent note to his Excellency Count de Met- 
ternich, Minister of State Conferences and 
Foreign Affairs to his Majesty the Emperor 
of Austria, 





stipulates, Art. 3d, 
gation for the two Powers to mutually as- 
sist each other, in the event that the one 
or the other should be attacked or threat- 
ened. Article 4 fixed the succours’ stipy- 
lated by Article 3 at 30,000 men, of whom 
24,000 should be infantry, and 6,000 ¢ca- 
mae The ate and secret articles 
ed at the same time applied the treaty 
of alliance to the actually existing case of 
the war between France and Russia,-.— 
On the 26th of April last, Count de Met- 
terpich transmitted to his Majesty’s Am- 
bassador a note, by which he declared, that 
his Majesty.the Emperor of Austria could 
no longer fulfil the dispositions: of Arti¢les 
two aad four, comprehended im thé secret 
articles annexed to the treaty of alliance, 
and considered as not being applicable to 
the present conjuncture ; consequently Aus~ 
tria withdrew the auxiliary assistance sti- 
pulated by the said treaty.——~His Majest 
maust have been more sensibly touched wi 
this change, operated at the moment when 
the campaign was going to © pen as the 
Prince of Schwartzenbérg, beioré leaving 
Paris, had reiterated to him the assuran¢e: 
that he might depend upon ‘it that the aux. 
iliary army would bet éeatl ing ether his: 
orders, However, his Majesty the Em- 
peror and King received, to render the uny. 
expected determination less painful'to him, 
the assurance at the same time given by 
Count de Metternich, ‘ that it should nat 
| be considered as an abandonment of the ai 


liance ;". and the declaration made by the 


The treaty of alliance con-. 
cluded at Paris on the 24th of March, 1812,, 
ragraph 2d, the obli-, 
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Prince of Schwartzenberg, transmitted to 
the undersigned on the 22d of April, that 
¢¢ nothing was prejudged respecting the 
basis of the alliance with France; and that 
if the Emperor Francis found a word to 
change in these bases, he would be the first 
10 mention it.’’ This Ambassador added, 
«+ that they could suspend, by cominon con- 
sent, the restrictions jaid down according 
to the text of the treaty.in regard to the mi- 
litary. relations of Austria.”’’ Count de 
Metternich has not since ceased, on his part, 
manifesting to his Majesty’s Ambassador 
the intention of the Court of Vienna, in re- 
pouncing some of the dispositions of the se- 
cret articles, to subscribe to others more 
suitable to circumstances. Such was the 





state of things when M. de Bubna present-’ 


ed himself at Dresden, on the 16th of May, 
to his Imperial Majesty and King. He 
gave him to understand, that it was neces- 
sary that he, or some other person, should 
be furnished with full powers to negociate, 
conclude, and sign new secret stipulations, 
without which it would ‘be. in vain to at- 
tempt to dissemble that the treaty of Paris 
would be annutled. Count de Bubna 
_ returned to his Majesty’s head-quarters on 
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but one that:had for its end to determine jf 
the treaty of Paris still existed. How. 
ever, his Majesty saw renewed, in the note 
transmitted on the 1 {th by Countde Bubna 

the offer of the. mediation of Austria, with. 
out any Plenipotentiary appearing .on her 
part, authorized to negociate, conclude, and 
sign, 1. A supplementary convention which 
established and ensured the existence of jj, 
treaty of alliance.—2. A convention rela- 
tive to the. acceptance of the mediation, 
A mediation cannot be accepted with- 
out determining at the same time for awhat 
end, upon what object, and ‘in what man- 
ner, it is to be exercised. It would be con- 
trary to what has been practised by all na- 
tions, and particularly to the custom of the 
Cabinet of France, to treat for a mediation 
otherwise than by a convention discussed 
and freely consented to, The under- 
signed is im cgnsequence charged to de- 

mand, 1. That the Court of Vienna should 

inake known whether the treaty of alliance 

of Paris is still existing and continues to 
connect the two Powers :—2. And in the 
event of an affirmative, that she shall give 

powers to negociate the new.convention, 

which is to support the secret articles of the 








the 30th of May, and affirmed, * that his | treaty of Paris, considered by her as not 
Gourt was disposed to pass an act, which, | being applicable to the present conjuncture. 


in establishing the treaty of Paris, would 


contaiti a reserve upon the stipulations which 


should not be found applicable to circum- 
stances, ”’ But when the undersigned 
asked him, whether he was authorized to 
negociate such a supplementary convention, 
he replied, that he had no instructions ,to 
that effect. Count de Bubna set out on the 
4th inst. to return to his Court. He came 
back to Dresden on the 10th: and upon 
demanding of him what had been done, he 
declared himself without authority and 
without powers. The» question was, 
however, the more important to be decided, 
as it was intimately connected with that of 
the mediation.——His Majesty had told 
Count de Bubna that he saw no difficulty in 
giving instructions and powers to negociate, 
conclude, and sign a convention, by which 
they would treat of the mediation of Aus- 
tria; but that it was of importance to 
know, previous to entering on negociations, 
if the alliance still existed; because, in that 
case, Austria guaranteed the integrity of 
the present territory of France, in as far as 
relates’'to us, in determined position ; 
whilst, in the contrary case, we do not 








know in what situation the two Powers re-: 


spectively are. It. was not, therefore, -a 


question foreign to the great object of peace, 








—3. That she will charge a person, fur- 
nished with instrections and powers, to ne- 
gociate, conclude, and sign a convention, 
relative to the mediation which she has ol- 
fered. The undersigned, &c. 


No. VIIT.—Nole from the Duke de Bassano 
lo Count de Metternich. 


Dresden, June 15, 1813. 

The undersigned Minister for Foreign Af- 
fairs having received, through M. le Count de 
Bubna, a note dated the 11th inst. hasten- 
ed to lay it before his Majesty the Emperor 
and King. His Majesty has ordered him 
to give the following reply to it, which the 
undersigned has the honour of addressing 
to his Excellency Count de Metternich, 
Minister of State Conferences and Foresga 
Affairs, for his Majesty the Emperor of 
Austria. His Majesty the Emperor and 
King has not ceased to express his wish lor 
peace, both before the recommencement of 
military operations, and since the events of 
war have been favourable to his-arms. He 
has held no other language in the conmu- 
nications with the Emperor of Austris, and 
with the agents who have been sent to b'm- 
His wish is for a general ‘peace; be- 
cause till that shall have »been concluded, 
none of the Powers that have maritime ‘2° 
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municate among themselves, through the 
medium of the Court of Vienna.—~—His 
Majesty would not hesitate to express his 
opmion upon that pretension. He cannot 
treat lor peace without negociating it; he 
cannot negociate but in the forms conse- 
crated by the usage of ‘all’ nations, and by 
Plenipotentiaries who, joined to those of the 
Belligerent Powers, and after the exchange 
of their full powers will enter into expla- 
To wish that his Majesty 


terests will be able to enjoy their rights and 
the advantages to which this peace alone 
would permit them to hope for. The mis- 
sion which the Court of Vienna gave M. de 
Wessenberg at London, and the object of 
which was, at that time, communicated to 
the undersigned, was received by his Ma- 
jesty the Emperor and King, as leading 
towards a general peace. Count-de Met- 
ternich joined to a note, transmitted to his 
Majesty’s Ambassador on the 26th April, 
a report, by which M. de Wessenberg «an- 
nounced on the 6th of the same month, that 


in a few days the English Minister would : 


explain himself. From that moment ‘no 
communication has been made, and we 


would be in. a state of belief, that after) ing been departed from, this would be to 


three months, things were still in the same 
state, if it did not follow from Count de 
Bubna’s note, that the Court of Vienna had 
given up the hope she had conceived ofa 
maritime peace. When: ‘his’ Majesty 
proposed at Dresden, by the channel of 
Count ‘de: Bubna, the establishment of a 
Congress, where all the parties interested 
in avgeneral peace should be called, and 
where pases to reconcile all . pretensions 
would be laid down, he thought it would 





be proper for the United States of America | 


and the Spanish insurgents, to take part in 


it; because all the maritime Powers had in- | 


terests to discuss, The intervention of the 
United States appeared to be the more na- 
tural, as England had just refused to nego- 


ciate, upon the mediation of Russia, ‘for the | 
arrangement of the differences which had | 


arisen between America and Great Britain. 
But his Majesty at the sametime made 





known that, if Russia and Prussia wished | 


to. treat, without England, he was equally 
ready-to-agree to it. He announced that as 
soon, as the dispositions of the Belligerent 
Pewers: should be known to him, in this 


respect, ‘Plenipotentiaries' appointed, and | 


the place for their assembling in Congress 
agreed upon, he would send his there. 
It,is a month since his Majesty thus for- 
mally expressed his wish for the opening of 
a Congress. Already have ten days elapsed 
since the armistice happily suspended the 
effusion, of :blood, and no communication 
has yet made known the dispositions of the 





with regret, impute.the loss of time so pre- 
cious, and the slow approaches to an object 
of so great interest to humanity, to preten- 
sions of which he however found indications 
in the note of M. de Bubna.. It would 
seem, in fine, to result from thatnote, that 
the Belligerent Powers are to treat and com- 


nations. 
shou!d renounce the right inherent in the 
independence of Sovereigns, to cause his in- 
terests to be discussed by his Plenipotentia- 
ries, conformably to rules; of which there 
| is no example in history of their ever hav- 








| raise a pretension which every state preserv- 
}ing the sentiment of its dignity should re- 
| pel. Elis Majesty will not consent to it ; 
| he has not the right of consentiny to it for 
| his allies. 
| the negociation of the armistice, already 
_ caused to be declared to Russia and Prussia, 
| through the Duke of Vicenza, that he was 

ready to treatupon bases honourable to ‘all 
» parties, He authorizes the undersigned 
| to again insist upon the immediate opening, 
in a'place between the residences: of the 
different Belligerent Courts, of a Congress 
for a genéral peace (in case England should 
| have refused, or should refuse, to adhere to 

it lor a continental peace), and to make the 
| reiterated declaration, that as soon as’ liis 
) ¢nemies and their Allies shall have appoint- 
ed. their Plenipotentiaries, and that the 
| place for their assembling in Gongress stall 
| have been designated, he will send his thi- 
ther and invite all his Allies to. send theirs. 
| His Majesty earnestly persevering in 
| the wish of entering into negociation, flat- 
ters himself that it is not to him can be im- 
puted, either the intention of detining the 
peace, orof the delays which have already 
occurred to the prejudice of humanity, to 
the opening of the Congress, the only means 
of arriving at the accomplishment of this 
salutary work, which is the object of all 
the wishes of his’ Majesty, and the aim of 
all his hopes. A 

(Signed) Duke or Bassano, 

















Belligerent Powers,~—His Majesty would, | No. IX.—WNole of the Count de Meliernich 


in reply to the Noles of the L5th June. 


Foreign Affairs of his Majesty the Emperor 
of Austria, has received orders to make the 
following reply tothe note which his Excel- 
lency the ‘Minister for Foreign Affairs of 
France, did him the horiour to address to 





His Majesty, at the time of 


The undersigned Minister of State and'of ' 
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him from Dresden on 15th June fast. —— 
Austria and France concluded, ‘on the 14th 
March, 1812, an alliance on the same 
grounds and in the same spirit as that of 
1756. This alliance, purely defensive, 
was founded on the principle of ** main- 
taining the peace of the Continent, and of 
re-establishing a maritime peace.’’ kt} 
therefore rests on the basis most conform 
able to a sound policy, and its stipulations 
contain the most perfect reciprocality be- 
tween the high contracting parties. Any 
alteration which might be endeavoured to 
be made in the act of the treaty, could ouly 
be effected to the detriment of one or other 
of these principles. The separate and se- 
cret articles determined the species of co- 
operation which Austria was to. give, in a 
war which unfortunately was only too easi- 
ly to be foreseen, and which all the conci- 
liatory efforts made-by his Imperial Majesty 
and Apostolic King were not able to pre- 
vent. The war, ia fine, broke out ; nover- 
theless, the Emperor, true to his princi»! 
ples, never ceased even during the cam- 
pain of 1812, which was by the 
greatest efforts of the Belligerent Powers, | 
and by a loss of men, of which history pre-. 
sents but few examples, to diregt his atten- 
tion to the re-establishment of peace as 
speedily as possible, his Imperial Majesty, 
in order to render his wish the nore effica- 
cious, seized the moment, when, alter a 
first campaign, 2 sufficient interval pre-: 
sented itself for an explanation with the se- 
veral Powers; he offered in the month of 
February last, his mediation to France, 
Russia, and England; he extended this of- 
fer to Prussia, from the moment that Power 
appeared as a principal party in the scene 
of action, the whole, with the exception of 
England, accepted the mediation of Aus- 
tria; but, nevertheless, it was soon but too 
fully ascertained, uhat a negociation, solely 
supported by the good offices of the Court 
of Vienna, would not be sufficient to reunite 
Powers, separated by a great diversity of 
interests, to whom every sacrifice, 
every eort, must appear weak after those 
of the year 181%, The Emperor did not 
suffer bumself to be discouraged, he was not 
slow in placing rage : condition to 
support his i $, organizi 
reqpeanslie Sovced' and it is wih a 
faction that his Imperial Majesty saw, by 
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[the communications made by the French 
Ambassador at the Court of Vienna in the 
month of Aprit last, that im tus respect his 
opinion was participated by his Majesty 
the Emperor Napoleon. Fhe undersigned 
| had orders to declare, in reply to the official 
note of Count de Narbonne, dated the 21 s¢ 
April, that his Imperial Majesty: world 
elevate his simple intervention into a medi- 
} ation, and that he would thus appear as a 
priocipal party in the scene; accordingly, 
Austria uot being able to act at the sane 
time as a principal Power, and lend a |i- 
mited succour, the Austrian axiliary corps 
received orders no longer to risk the fate of 
arms ona foreign territory, but to return 
within the frontiers of the empire. The 
Emperor at the same time declared to the 
French Government, that. his mediation 
should not in any wise prejudice the basis 
of. the alliance with France, as the two 
high ¢ontracting parties might, by mutual 
consem, place under a réservatioa the sti- 
»pulations of the treaty of the 1 4ih March, 
} 1812, which were not irreconcilable with 
the attitude commanded by the necessity of 
| the re-establishment of peace: his Imperial 
Majesty added, that he was ready to con- 
}sigo this reservation in a diplomatic act, 
——The facts being thus stated in their 
| natural order, it results from them that 
Austria is far from considering her alliance 
with France, this alliance which essentially 
rests ou the principle af peace, as irrecon- 
tcilable with her mediation, which only 
Htends to restore repose to Europe. The 
Emperor would never have sanctioned aa 
alliance which had not the basis of peace 
for its object, be would have renounced 
every engagement which should have op- 
pased itself te its re-establishment.——His 
Majesty the Emperor of France, besides de- 
siriug Unat the offes aud asceptation of the 
Austrian mediation should be likewise con- 
signed in a diplomatic act, the Emperor of 
Austria made no difficisty in acquiescing 15 
this demand.———-His. Imperial Majesty, 
in consequeneg ordered the unstersigned (0 
declare to his Excellency te Duke de Bus- 
| san0,—-1. That being persaaded that there 
is nothing comurary in the weaty of the 
14th March, 3842, to abe imediation of 
| Austria, he autheriges the undersigned 0 
agree with the French Government, oa 20 
(Ta be continwed.) | 
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